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UNFPA Youth Programme in Pakistan provides support to youth from all over Pakistan 
through three Youth Initiatives , Youth Peer Education Network (Y-Peer) , Youth 
Advisory Panel (YAP) , and Provincial Youth Assemblies (PYA) 

Twenty six year old Mur-
taza Noonari was member 
of Youth AdvisoryPpanel 
from 2006 - 2008  
“I became a YAP member 
because I wanted young 
people to develop their pas-
sion to work for the improve-
ment of their country. As a 
member I worked with senior 
level managers and young 
fellows where I was instru-
mental in forming links be-
tween the UNFPA-YAP and 
international organizations.. 
YAP experience gave me the 
opportunity to make a con-
scious decision regarding my 
future career path, which 
was to continue working with 
young people in Pakistan to 
encourage them to get in-
volved in decision making 
and social issues. I’m now 
working with a youth based 
NGO called Youth Action for 
Pakistan, which provides 
opportunities for young peo-
ple to network, develop skills 
and become involved in gov-
ernment policy decisions. 
YAP helped me reach 
heights and today I am head” 

Muhammad Shahzad is a 
Y-PEER coordinator with 11 
years of practical working 
experience with other young 
people in Pakistan. He 
founded Chanan Develop-
ment Association (CDA), a 
youth led theatre based or-
ganization, with a mission to 
improve the status of youth 
and women in Pakistan with 
support of UNFPA, Shahzad 
became the first person in 
Asia to join the International 
network of young people, 
Youth Peer Education Net-
work (Y-PEER). He launched 
the network in Pakistan in 
August 2009, which is now 
expanded in 26 Districts 
across Pakistan. 
 “I am highly obliged to UN-
FPA Asia and Pacific Re-
gional Office and UNFPA 
Pakistan particularly Ms. 
Sadia Atta Mehmood, for 
providing a unique opportu-
nity to join the Y-PEER Net-
work, as it completely-
changed my life and en-
hanced my spirit to transform 
the lives of young people.”  

          
 
 
 
UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund, is an inter-
national development agency 
that promotes the right of 
every woman, man and youth 
to enjoy a life of health and 
equal opportunity. UNFPA 
supports countries in using 
population data for policies 
and programmes to reduce 
poverty and to ensure that 
every pregnancy is wanted, 
every birth is safe, every 
young person is free of HIV, 
and every girl and woman is 
treated with dignity and re-
spect. 
 The goal of UNFPA 
global framework for action on 
adolescents and youth is to pro-
vide access to health, including 
sexual and reproductive health 
information, education, RH com-
modities and services. The ba-
sis of youth program in Pakistan 
is on 4 key areas highlighted in 
the UNFPA Global Framework 
for Youth, 
1) Support policy development 
2) Provide education on sexual 
and reproductive health 
3) Provide sexual and reproduc-
tive health services 
4) Engage and work with young 
people. 

Youth Ambassdor 2008 
Murtaza Noonari 
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Youth Ambassador 2009 
Muhammad Shahzad Khan 

Section 1: Introduction 



 INTRODUCTION 
UNFPA in Pakistan set up a na-
tional Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) 
in November 2006 to promote youth 
involvement and get feedback from 
a youth perspective on UNFPA’s 
activities in the country . YAP mem-
bers are very diverse: students, vol-
unteers, development workers and 
employed in the corporate sector.  
 

YAP consists of 15 members from 
different districts in Pakistan who 
give feedback, advice, opinions and 
address youth problems by raising 
youth voices at the UNFPA pro-
grammes and policies. The basic 
role of YAP members is to  monitor 
UNFPA programmes and provide 
recommendations for improvement, 
Support the voice of young people, 
Promote UNFPA mandate at na-
tional, provincial and district level.  

 
 

For more information on the pro-
gramme contact: Hira Hafeez Ur 
Rehman at: hirahur@gmail.com 

 
Stay in touch and share 
your ideas and thoughts 
about “ UNFPA Youth    
Advisory Panel” on  
Facebook 

Youth Exchange Visit to Muzaffarabad 
              The youth exchange visit in 
Muzaffarabad, was organized for 
the youth of UNFPA youth groups, 
YAP (youth advisory panel) and 
PYA (provincial youth assemblies) . 
The Youth visited Male and Female 
Youth Friendly Centres, Social wel-
fare complex and Military Hospital . 
A Meeting with Prime Minister AJK 
was also held where the youth 
asked questions on different youth 

issues like; National youth policy, 
major youth issues in AJK, Post 
graduation education, Development 
of AJK and youth Exposure and op-
portunities etc were put forward. 
The Prime Minister briefed them 
about the development work being 
done for youth in Muzaffarabad, he 
said that youth of Pakistan is an 
asset and they can surmount all 
challenges with hard work. 

                            
 

UNFPA Youth with Prime Minister 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 

Section III: Youth Advisory Panel—Pakistan 

Mentoring Street Children’s project was initiated in 
Islamabad by the YAP members, Nisar ud Din and 
Hira Hafeez. The project is being run in a park where 
street children, labor youth, and child beggars come 
for evening classes by Master Ayub. This activity aims 
to prevent common diseases among children and 
spread awareness about health. It teaches street chil-
dren about methods to protect their health, topics on 
eating well, hygiene, and how to prevent illness and 
diseases including tuberculosis, diarrhea and flu have 
been taught to these children in an interactive manner.                                                                   

Induction of New members 2010 
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The induction of new members for 
the years 2010 –2011 took place in 
March. Eleven new members were 
given an Orientation about the YAP 
Programme in Lahore. The new 
members were Introduced to the 
mandate of UNFPA programme in 
Pakistan and made familiar of their 
responsibilities within the group. 
 

Mentoring Street Children Project 

Mariya Jamshed  conducted a two days training 
session on awareness of Sexual Reproductive 
Health & Rights on May 26 to 27, 2010. In 
collbration with Rahnuma, FPAP the training 
was held at Vocational Training Centers La-

hore. Participants were made familiar with the 
different developmental stages of adolescence 
regarding sexual and reproductive health related 
to adolescence.   

Awareness session on 

Sexual Reproductive 

Health and Rights  

YAP PROJECTS 



          Youth Peer Education Network 
(Y-PEER) is a youth network, initiated 
by UNFPA in 2001, that is in more than 
45 countries, working with/ linking more 
than 500 NGOs and GOs in Eastern 
Europe, Arab States, Central Asia and 
East Africa while recently started to 
work in Latin America and Asia & Pa-
cific. Y-PEER was launched in Pakistan 
on International Youth Day 2009 by the 
Provincial Minister of Youth Affairs Pun-
jab, Dr. Tanvir Ul Islam during an advo-
cacy event organized jointly by Chanan 
Development Association (CDA) and 
UNFPA Pakistan.                                              

 

For more information on YPEER con-
tact: Shahzad Khan at 
Shahzad@cdapak.org 

 

Stay in touch and share your 
ideas and thoughts about 
YPEER on Face book or visit  

www.youthpeer.org.pk 

UNFPA ‘s National Youth Initative Forum 2009 

UNFPA’s First National Youth Initiatives 
Forum was hosted by Y-PEER Pakistan 
on 7th and 8th December 2009, in col-
laboration with YAP, PYA, and Chanan 
Development Association (CDA) with 
support of UNFPA. The event brought 
together some 60 young people that are 
associated with all the three initiatives of 
UNFPA Pakistan. The purpose of the 
forum was to gather young people on a 
platform to exchange experiences, 
achievements, challenges, and lesson 

learnt, critically review the objectives 
and performances of the initiatives and 
mutually plan for the year 2010.  

Y-PEER Pakistan joined hands with 
British Council Pakistan for the imple-
mentation of its “Active Citizens Pro-
gram” at the national level in February 
2010.  
- 3rd National ToT (Active Citizens Orien-
tation Workshop held in March 2010 
 - MTV Staying Alive Project: Y-PEER 
Pakistan completed its survey in 10 vil-
lages surrounding Lahore to identify 
most vulnerable peer educators includ-
ing Men who have sex with Men, Com-
munity Sex Workers,, Injecting Drug 
Users and Long Route Truck Drivers. 

Section IV:  
Youth Peer Education Network—Pakistan 

                                             

Two National Training of Trainers were 
organized in August & December, 2009 
in which 45 young people participated. 
Mr. Muhammad Shahzad Khan along 

with Ms. Fatima Raheem facilitated the 
workshop.. The workshop included ses-
sions on introduction and functioning of 
Y-PEER, comprehensive discussion on 
the concept of peer education, interac-
tive exercises such as role play etc. A 
dialogue on gender, sex and sexuality, 
Male and female condom demonstration 
was also held during the workshop. 

 

An Advo-
cacy 

Event was held on 5th December 2009 
to commemorate World Aids Day 2009 
with the theme, Youth and HIV/AIDS. 
Some 110 representatives of youth, civil 
society, media and Govt. participated in 
the event. 

National Training of Trainers on Peer 
Education 
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Section V: Provincial Youth 
Assemblies (PYA)  

 

 

 

 
 

UNFPA  established Provincial youth assemblies in          Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab in 2007.  In the previous years these assemblies have been working building the    capacity of youth in the area of Sexual Reproductive Health & Rights. This year PYA members are assigned to do a small project on “Youth Friendly Health Services” it is a policy    advocacy and service delivery project that will be designed and implemented by youth. 

 

 Uks research centre in col-
laboration with UNFPA undertook a 
project on ‘Gender Advocacy’ 
through media. Under this collabora-
tion Mainstream media will be ana-
lyzed for content on Gender based 
violence. Youth members from UN-
FPA Youth Advisory Panel, Youth 
Peer Education Network and Provin-
cial Youth Assemblies will then be 
trained on how to deconstruct this 
content and develop gender sensi-
tive media content. 

 

UNFPA Pakistan will be working in 
partnership with Ministry of Youth 
Affairs Pakistan for the welfare 
and development of the country’s 
youth. UNFPA assisting Ministry of 
Youth Affairs for setting up 100 
Youth Activity Centers at district 
level across the country. 

Civil Society Organization (CSO) 
Mapping study is being carried out 
at the MoYA to explore partner-
ships with Civil Society Organiza-
tions for implementation of the 
programme. 

 

 

Section VI:     
UNFPA partners 
with Ministry of 
Youth Affairs, 
Pakistan 

 
Imran Khan Kakar, Focal point of PYA Balu-
chistan conducted a session with youth in Balu-
chistan which aimed on strengthening the pro-
vincial youth assembly Baluchistan as well as 
to develop action plan for 2010. In this activity 
presentations were made on Reproductive 
Health and Islam, HIV /AIDS, and Youth Par-
ticipation,. PYA’s Action plan sharing was also 
discussed and finalized. 
This one day session gave clear vision on how 
to work in coordination with youth and 
how to effectively involve provincial 
youth department Balochistan for 

One Day Brainstorming Session 

PYA Baluchistan 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON YOUTH 
DIVIDEND 

Au- gust 2010-2011 is declared Youth 
Year by the United Nations. In the rec-
ognition of this international day a na-
tional Conference on Youth Dividend is 
taking place on August 8th and 10th in 
Lahore, Pakistan.  

 

SECTION VIII: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NATIONAL YOUTH PEACE  

CAMPAIGN 

Chanan Development Association 
and YPEER is organizing the first ever 
National Youth-PEACE Festival in July 
2010 in Lahore. For more information 
visit: www.cdapak.org 

Section VII:   

Gender Advocacy 
through Media 

UNFPA Youth Programme in Pakistan provides support to youth from all over Pakistan through three 
Youth Initiatives , Youth Peer Education Network (Y-Peer) , Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) , and 

UN Citizen  Ambassadors  
Video Competition: 

 
Your Chance to Tell World Leaders 
What You Think/ For further informa-
tion on the competitions please visit:  
www.uncitizenambassadors.org 


